


Where did your 
great, great, 

grandfather live?  
What did he do for 

a living?



do you know?
do you care?



What can your 
family history 
tell about you?



Genealogy and You

That’s 
me!



What is Genealogy?

• According to www.dictionary.com.....

ge!ne!al!o!gy  [jee-nee-ol-uh-jee, -al-, jen-ee-] 

1.  a record or account of  the ancestry and descent of   
     a person, family, group, etc.

2.  the study of  family ancestries and histories.

3.  or in other words....

http://www.dictionary.com
http://www.dictionary.com


Genealogy is the study 
of your family 

history!  

It is who you are!



Where do 
you go to 
find out?  

What 
resources 
are at your 
disposal?



Local History 
Resources

• Charles B. Phillips 
Library in Newark.

• You will not believe 
how many resources 
they have!



Charles B. Phillips 
Library Resources

• Kendall County - books, histories, maps

• Newark’s of  the World materials

• Newark, IL - Histories, Yearbooks, pictures, etc.

• Local Cemeteries - Millington, Helmar, Lisbon, etc.

• Norwegian History books

• Other local genealogical books of  families



other local or area 
resources

• Historical Societies - Ferndell, Geneva, Kendall

• Church Records

• Newspapers

• Libraries

• County Court Houses 

• “Old Timers”



What do you have?

• Family Bibles

• Pictures

• “Stories”

• Documents - birth, death, confirmation, baptism, 
certificates, newspaper clippings, etc.

• Family Genealogies







Websites...



www.familysearch.org

http://www.familysearch.org
http://www.familysearch.org


www.ancestry.com

http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.ancestry.com


www.cyndislist.com

http://www.cyndislist.com
http://www.cyndislist.com


Illinois Secretary  
of State Website



Your job over break is 
to find and collect 

images, documents, etc. 
about your family.  We 

will be using them 
when we return in 

January.



Talk to your family over 
the holiday break.  Ask 
questions, write down 
stories, or video tape!  

See if they have photos 
or other items which 

you can scan or borrow.



Pedigree Charts


